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Pastor's Page

As many of you probably know, comedy duo Abbott &
Costello were loved by many for all of their zany comedy
routines which were so funny! One of their most famous
routines “Who’s on First?” If you haven’t been introduced
to this comedy gold, | invite you to look it up on YouTube
and watch it. The main premise is that Abbott & Costello
are talking about baseball players’ nicknames. Abbott is
telling Costello about the players on the St. Louis

team: Who's on first, What's on second, and | don’t know
is on third.

As you might imagine, it devolves into pandemonium
when Costello doesn’t understand that Abbott is talking
about nicknames and Costello thinks he’s asking
questions. Pure and hilarious chaos.

Communication is just like that sometimes. We can just
totally miss what someone else is saying. It happens
everywhere ... yes, even at church. I'm gonna spend the
next few newsletter articles talking about best practices for
communication really anyway, but especially

in congregations.

For this first article, | would like to have you think about a
couple of questions (yes, this article is interactive):

1. When is the last time you were able to take the time to
truly listen to another person? What helped you to listen?
Were you in a quiet place? Did you have time carved out?
Did you know what you were going to talk about ahead of
time?

Serving for the Glory of God

Church Office Phone: 262-843-2631
HOURS Mon-Wed 9am-1pm, Thursdays 11am-3pm
Pastor Melody Brink - Phone (262) 237-8848, state your name
Email: CLCPastorPdkLkWi@gmail.com Mondays & Thursdays

Weddings and Baptisms Pre-Marriage & Baptism
Preparations, contact the Church Office.
Church Staff
Office Manager Julie Fugate  ChristPdkLkWI.ofc@gmail.com

Treasurer Christopher Rainey

Email: treasurer@clcwi.onmicrosoft.com

Organist - Del Peterson

Funeral Coordinator — Kathy Elfers
Custodian/Maintenance - Gene Davis

Church Ministry Support

Prayer Chain - Lin Fonk - contact Church Office
Home Visits—Juanita Kluender, Julie Fugate

Rental Coordinator - Lindsay Fonk

Christ Lutheran Church Council 2026

President - Jeff Dittmer (2026-2028)
Vice President—TBD
Secretary - Lindsay Fonk (2026-2028)
JoAnn Bolton Robin Frenzel (2024-2026)
Julie Kantor (2025-2027) Jessica Steffenhagen (2024-26)
Juanita Kluender (2024-2026) OPEN — youth representative
Pastor Melody Brink Treasurer—Christopher Rainey
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CLC Council

CLC Council meets the second Monday of each month at 6:30pm.

CLC Council members are elected during the CLC annual meeting to
serve terms. The Annual Meeting is typically in February. The new
council for a given year then determines Council Officers and who
will be the Council Contacts for each of the committees.

THE NEXT CLC COUNCIL MEETING 1S July 13th at 6:30PM

CLC has several committees to distribute the church workload
among church members. The committees report into the council.
Talk with a council member (page 15) or Pastor Melody about
committee contacts or your interests.

CLC Committee S tandini

Ideally, each church committee will have a committee chair and
additional committee members who meet separately from Council,
but still report updates to the Council. Sadly, there are many ‘ghost
committees’ at CLC. Please prayerfully consider your time and
talents for your potential participation in a CLC committee:

COMMUNITY OUTREACH CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
STEWARDSHIP MEMORIAL

WORSHIP CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT
FINANCE RENTALS

PROPERTY & GROUNDS
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Pastor’s Page -continued

2. When was the last time you felt truly heard/listened to?
How did the person communicate to you that they were
listening? How was the meeting place determined? Was
it determined, or was it spur of the moment?

Take some time with just these two questions and I'll be
back next month with more to say!

In God’s Peace and Love,

Pastor Welody

KRINGLE MINGLE

“Who doesn’t enjoy a little kringle on a Sunday morning (rhetorical
question...no response needed because EVERYONE enjoys kringle)??!!
Immediately following our worship service on the first Sunday of each
month, Christ’s Crew invites you to enjoy kringle and fellowship,
KRINGLE MINGLE, beginning 7/5/26, out in our gathering space.

The Christ’s Crew mission is to provide opportunities to share God's
LOVE & GRACE both inside the church and outside in our community.
A free-will offering basket will be available for you to offset the cost
(investment!!) of the kringle. Kringle Mingle...plan on it!!”

WORSHIP TIME July-December

CLC Sunday worship at 10:30am will continue thru June.
CLC SUNDAY WORSHIP at 8:30am will begin July 5th
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Christ’s Crew Highlights 5/31/26
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(See full minutes posted on CLC ‘Activities’ bulletin
board)

Treasurer’s Report

Stephanie Marshall was not present, but based on
information provided to Sharon the estimated current
balance is $3,249.09 less $309.92 earmarked for
Heavenly Hands, leaving an available balance of
$2,939.17.

Mission Statement Review & Addition

Original from March 2026 Newsletter: “Christ Lutheran
Church has stated that its mission is to share God’s

Love and Grace. As part of fulfilling this mission,
Christ’s Crew would like to plan for at least one event
each quarter to reach out to the community inside and
outside of the church. All members of Christ Lutheran
(both men and women), as well as visitors are welcome
to attend meetings and events.”

Addition, as internal side note: “To work as a team and

use our God given skills, knowledge and creativity
while encouraging each other with dignity, respect and
Integrity. To communicate openly, honestly and timely
with those we serve and to strive for improvements in
the future as needs change.”

for a “monument” style sign instead of using our
current design/sign for $36,000 (3’ x 7’). Diane and
Jessica are progressing with their companies this
month. We hope to finish the bid process and present
our findings to the CLC church council, mid-July. We
will give them the specs, our recommendation, and
allow them to make the decision as to what to do —
decide to move forward or not, approve the bid
contact, which company’s bid to accept, decide how to
fund the project (memorial gifts, current funds,
investments, fund raise), timing, etc.

Our committee was charged with the bid process and
recommendations. Which bid, if any, to accept and how
to pay for it was not part of our purview. It is our hope
that the council discuss how to progress and funding
options prior to receiving our final specs and
recommendation. Feel free, as always, to reach out to
council members (or Diane Swanson, Jessica Steffenha-
gen, me) with questions/ideas/concerns.

Thank you.

Greg Strom
608-212-9890
egl973@twc.com
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Electronic Sign Update

Pastor Melody suggested we contact Gary Saunders
from Messiah Lutheran Church where they installed
their electronic sign in 2020. Gary and | traded emails
and then had a wonderful conversation on 5/7. He
emailed me four company names they received bids
from that | split up with Diane and Jessica to contact. |
contacted three other sign companies — Prodigy
Lighting & Sign (Kenosha, WI), LED Supply & Signs
(Racine, WI), and Jones Sign (DePere, WI).

With each company that | contacted, | discussed sign
size, pixels (clarity of image from a distance), sign
vendor used, installation, permits needed, freight costs,
warranty, program training, the ability to use our
existing sign base & current sign/verbiage, WIFI access,
electrical needs, lead time to make & install, and of
course cost. Kathy Elfers from Christ Lutheran reached
out to me and shared her experiences as she and her
late husband (Curt) and son were in charge of erecting
our current sign installed about 2000.

So far, | have two firm bids with pricing ranging from
$29,420 (3’ x 7’) to $46,850 (5’ x 10’). | also have a bid

OLD BUSINESS

« Shoeboxes—Instead of Samaritan’s Purse, collect
school supplies for donation to the Sharing Center. A
‘wishlist” will be shared with an August deadline.

« Collection of stuffed animals for the Fire Dept.—
pending response from Fire Dept.

NEW BUSINESS: Plans for 2026

Review of “calendar” listing holidays, possible church
activities and outside events for the next 6 months.

A suggested blood drive at CLC during the summer. Greg
offered to contact Versiti to learn details of hosting.

Julie offered to contact Amy Wagner of the Wagner
Family Fire Fund non-profit if we do not hear from fire
dept. During visit to Matthias Academy, it was shared
that the Matthias Academy serves many area non-
profits including the Wagner Family Fire Fund.

Ideas for “God’s Work, Our Hands” project this fall in-
clude

« Women & Children’s Horizons, Kenosha

« Transitional Living Center, Burlington

o New Beginnings APFV, Elkhorn

« Vets Place Southern Center, Union Grove

Next meeting date: JUNE 28, 2026




CHRIST’s Crew Meeting AGENDA

Christ’s Crew Meeting June 28, 2026
AGENDA

1 Opening Prayer

2 Attendance

3 Treasurer’s Report

4 0ld Business:

e Kringle Mingle

There is now a donation basket that will be placed on the table during
Kringle Mingle. Thank you, Greg, for writing a “blurb” in the
newsletter to advertise it over the next few months. Sharon will use
the collected $25 to purchase three kringles for July 5"

e School Supplies for the Sharing Center
Alaina will tell us what items and when they are needed.
e Stuffed Animals for Bristol Fire Department

Sharon received a call back from Bristol FD stating they receive
donations from others, but could use 10-12 stuffed animals now.
Beatriz added in a separate conversation that they could use brand
new sensory toys in original packaging and also collect receiving
(baby) blankets for times when they assist with deliveries in the field.

5 New Business:
e Possible Blood Drive at CLC Sept/Oct

Greg contacted Versiti and will report. See handout.

July Birthdays

July 1 - Stephanie Marshall
July 11 - Delwin Peterson
July 17 - Paul Krueger
July 22 - Jeff Dittmer
July 22 - Ron Fiore

July 26 -Ella Anderson

Happy
Blrthdagl
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The next outing is Friday October
9th “Come From Away,” a Tony
Award-winning musical that was
born out of the tragedy of
September 11, 2001. The show
description is posted on the CLC
bulletin board.

Registration, menu choice & pay-
ment due to CLC office by Thursday
9/10.

Sign-up, pay and choose your meal
by Sept. 10. Cash or checks to
“Cross Lutheran Church”. Hand in
your choices and payments to Julie
Fugate in the CLC office. Julie F./
Pastor Melody will turn over all reg-
istrations with payments to Anita
Mucci at Cross Lutheran Church.
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

CHRIST’s Crew Meeting AGENDA

Diane Swanson has issued a schedule thru August 30
for worship volunteers based on those who indicated
on the time and talent survey from a few years back or
who have expressed interest more recently. The
current schedule has been shared with those assigned,
and is on the buffet where sign-up sheets were before.
There are a handful of openings still. If you cannot
serve on the assigned date, please find a substitute
amongst the several volunteers.

For the remainder of 2026, please inform Diane
Swanson of dates that you will or will not be available.
Diane will issue the next schedule for September thru
December.

Altar Care volunteers are not on this schedule. The
altar care schedule is by month and there are still a few
openings during 2026. If you are interested in learning,
serving on the altar care team, please contact JoAnn
Bolton.

Thank you to all volunteers who serve during worship
or with other time & talents at CLC. All are welcome.

g-&si 1

¢ Amy Wagner/Nonprofit Fundraising Ideas
Julie made contact and will report..
e Community Outreach Table at Local Event/s

Sharon had a conversation with Pastor Melody regarding physically
being out in the community to hand out CLC welcome packets, per-
haps at local farmers markets, athletic events, or even the Kenosha
County Fair in August. Sharon will elaborate.

6 Next meeting date: TBD

7 Closing Prayer

8 Adjournment

‘& . GOALS$715 toward
% afamily farm thru
/" ELCA Good Gifts.
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Sharing Center/YMCA Summer Meals

The Sharing Center is proud to partner with the YMCA

to provide FREE Summer Meals to local children and
teens throughout the summer months.

Beginning Tuesday, June 9th, through August 18th, meal distri-
butions will take place every Tuesday at Lakewood Elementary
from 10:45 am to 11:30 am and Salem  Community Park from
12:00 pm to 12:45 pm.

All children 18 years of age and younger qualify for meals.
Adults ages 19-21 diagnosed with a disability and currently
attending a public or private school also qualify.

Each child will receive one Meal Kit containing 7 breakfasts and
7 lunches designed to be easy, convenient, and family-friendly.
Meals are shelf-stable and include nutritional information and
storage suggestions.

Families are encouraged to pre-register using the QR code be-
low, which links directly to the Summer Meals To Go registration
form. Families without internet access may register by emailing
Gabby Ruiz at gruiz@kenoshaymca.org or
Dr. Rachel Mall at rmall@kenoshaymca.orq.
Walk-ups are also welcome during distribution times.

To register, families should provide:

* Name of parent or person picking up meals

* Names of children, ages, and schools attended

» Address

* Parent contact information (phone and email)

Please help us spread the word so local families know
these resources are available all summer long. Together,
we can help ensure no child goes hungry this summer.

To help with this program, the Sharing Center will
need granolal/cereal bars, fruit cups, juice boxes,

ble School
15-19

ssiah Lutheran Church with Pastor Melody: Greg and Elaine

»and all - kids and volunteers included - had a great time!

canned pastas and soups, peanut butter & jelly, I-Se of a family farm AND will continue a to collect food items to

packaged snacks, etc. Donations can be dropped off in
the red bucket in the narthex.

2ase place food donations in the CLC red bucket.


mailto:gruiz@kenoshaymca.org
mailto:rmall@kenoshaymca.org
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Vacation Bi
JUNE -

CLC FINANCIAL NEWS

May Weekly In Vs. Out

Row Labels Expenses Receipts Grand Total
4/26/2026 $375.00 $375.00
5/3/2026 -$473.53 $730.00 $256.47
5/10/2026 -510.55 $2,209.00 $2,198.45
5/17/2026 | -$1,701.81  $2,845.11 $1,143.30
5/24/2026 -5904.34 $361.00 -5543.34
5/31/2026 -54,013.11 $675.00 -53,338.11
Grand Total | -$7,103.38  $7,195.11 $91.77
In partnership with

m &

Sharing Center

5\'
the)‘
SHARE | SERVE | ADVOCATE £

FREE SUMMER Ml(EbALs

Thank you to CLC volunteers who helped to co--host VBS at Me
Strom, Sharon Pump and Del Peterson. Nine kids attended VBS '

CLC will continue to collect funds to reach $715 for the purcha!
support the Sharing Center/YMCA summer lunch program. Ple



CLC OFFICE

Mondays-Wednesdays 9am-1 pm

Thursdays 11am-3pm
Julie Fugate, Office Manager

8:30 AM Worship & Holy
Communion
9:30am Choir

7:00PM AA Meeting FH

10:00 AM
Heavenly Hands

3-4:30pm Book club

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Christ Lutheran Church
) SUNDAY WORSHIP 1 2 3
Pastor Melody Brink
CLCPastorPdkLkWI@gmail.com 8:30 AM
262-237-8848 Pastor Melody JULY—DECEMBER
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:00 AM Choir 9:30-11am Cleaning Kids Group Church outing:
8:30 AM Worship & .
Holy Communion 3-4:30pm Book club Million $$ Quartet
9:30am Choir be at Fi ide in Fort
7:00PM AA Meeting FH | 10:00 AM ¢ atriresigen ror
Heavenly Hands Atkinson by 10am .
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:00 AM Choir 10am Rebekah Circle 9:30-11am Cleaning Kids
8:30 AM Worship & Holy
Communion . 3-4:30pm Book club
9:30am Choir 6:30 PM COUNCIL Mtg | 45.00 Am P !
7:00PM AA Mtg. FH Heavenly Hands
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:00 AM Choir 9:30-11am Cleaning Kids
8:30 AM Worship &
Holy Communion 3-4:30pm Book club
9:30am Choir . . 10:00 AM
7:00PM AA Meeting FH Heavenly Hands
26 27 28 29 30 31
8:00 AM Choir 9:30-11am Cleaning Kids JULY 18th is the

DEADLINE for any

AUGUST newslet-
ter content.




